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Mr. Tom Susman, Counsel 
Administrative Practises Subcommittee 
New Senate Office Bldg. 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Tom, 

I’ve finally gotten some discovery material from the PEI in the spectro case, now 
on remand. A t is rich, incomplete as it is. Blch in FOIA value if Congress is asked to 
gut the Act, in the workings of the PH's bureaucracy and on how it investigated the 
JFK assassintian. I think I should give you some detail. 

I have heard nothing from GAO. If you did not suggest to its auditors that they 
consult with me someone else did, perhaps on the House side. 

When Abzug held hearings last year the pressures. I’m told from the inside, were 
extreme. Included Jack Brooks. 

I have already published proof of the official destruction of essential JFK assassi- 
nation evidence. Now I have from inside the FBI proof that they’ve managed to "lose" 
some of it. I'm sure this is not true but it is what the internal records show. The real 
story is that they dare not produce it. 

They are all stonewalling me harder than ever but im and I manage to move ahead a 
little all the time. I expect an order in my suit for the King assassination records 
any day. They've been stonewalling me on this since 5/69. In court for a year. But they 
have finally begin to give a little in an effort to restrain the judge, who will be 
forced. They are stonewalling just as hard at CIA. Between them I must have more than 
50 FOIA requests going back eight years and about all more than a year old to which there 
tiaa been no response at all. This is because I never seek the frivolous or irrelevant and 
because I know the material. 

I’m rambling because there is so much to tell and bec a use I'm pressed for time, as 
I’ll explain. There is now no reasonable doubt that all the federal investigative agencies 
have much to hide, much from which they can be seriously hurt, in their activities when 
JFK was killed. Some of it would not be credited in a novel. I have one set of records 
that would mIta a Seven Days in November. A t is much more Byzantine than one experienced 
in public service would be willing to believe is possible. But it is real. 

If I have not explained, I a long-undetected and actute thrombophlebitis more 
than a year ago. I make out pretty well, still can work a long day, but I try to take 
care and I have adjusted to certain needs. When I go to Washington, as I will soon, I 
do not drive. Mostly I travel with a friend and am there not much after 8 a.m. This is 
this morning's time pressure. However, if you want to talk to me about any of this I 
will be there n ga-in 1l/l8 for a ha ring in C.A.75-1448, where the CIA is months late in 
responding to interregatorles. Next week I'll be conducting seminars at a university. 

We are no* being stonewalled, with the judge willing for it, in the spectro case, 
75-226, over not only discovery but what we need to tesjaK depose a long list of former 
FBI agents whose retirements were not, I think, without connection with my litigation. 
When we get to this, as I’m sure we will before^ too long, there will be a different kind 
of stonewalling. They’ll object to everything, onetheless, we'll build a good record 
because I already have that much. With luck this can mean the end of the official story 
of the assassination and an exposure of the official hiding of the fact and truih. There 
was no innocence in this and as I told you long ago it also involved those who were in 
positions of trust and politically important positions, not just the FBI. 

But for the FBI and the CIA and others this can be a very tough situation. I have 
not tried to figure out what if anything they'll do or try. Continued stonewalling, which 
remains possible because everyone is indifferent, is in the immediate future. The House 
committee, as of now, concerns them little. As of now they have no heed to fear thqt 
committee and I think have plans to manipulate it. 
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As of the-' indications that reached me yesterday they have no need of fear and have 
good prospects of being able to misuse this committee. ®his makes my suits more important, 

I believe, and not to me only. , 

As of yesterday' they were still talking to the obvious paranoids and on the highest 
staff levels. Two of the Members at least have been in association with the most extreme 
of the nuts only. One is a secret McCarthyite on which I have a more than adequate record. 
Still another has been gulled by i4 ark Dane and his associated self-promoters and cornsrerO 
cializers in a way ideally suited to the FBI’s needs. 

The guy they were fooling around with yesterday is ao extreme a case that a 20-year 
old college student who is not yet mature was shocked and called me for a check on him 
for them. He is not a unique case. Everybody is an expert and has a friend who can and 
does arrange these things where the ^embers do not cause them. It is that bad. 

I have had meetings wi th some of them and have given them some basic materials. 

Although earlier and on all levels I was consulted about JFK, when the commitee was voted 
this was restricted on its part to King. I have given them a good start on that and await 
indications of good faith and responsibility. As yet I have none. I was explicit on 
this with Sprague, their chief counsel. 

The situation in which this committee will have to work is extremely difficult under 
the best of circumstances. There is no reason to expect the best circumstances. Its in- 
bred conditions are very bad. If the House does not approve the investigation for the 
coming session that also will be very bad. However, all of this leads me to want to be 
able to talk about possibilities and the future at some time when it is possible. There 
are many dangers of many kinds if this is not all cleaned up, dangers to individuals 
and to the country. 

1l/5. Sorry about the unclarity from haste. Second paragraph above I was explifciit 
in telling Sprague that I fear irresponsibility and with the best intentions and deter- 
mination he may not be able to control it. If I see this I would have nothing to do 
with the committee. He said he agreed. I also ±xa± told him that if they proceed respon- 
sibly there is nothing I would not do, regardless of the loss of rights to all this work 
I’ve done, fie said he agreed. Since then they've been dealing with nuts only. 

Much good can be done with the appointment of a solid Member to replace Downing, 
who retired the end of this session. Gonzales has been in association with the extremists 
only and has done what can be ruinous if and when the official resistance begins. The House 
leadership was 3old on the investigation on non-evidence, mostly falsehood. This includes 
Carl Albert and Tip O’Heill. 

How much help I can be depends on the approach the committee takes. I have been con- 
sulted on this and there is verbal agreement with what proposed. I lack faith in these 
assurances. The prevalent beliefs are that a committee, ‘by mere existence and power, can 
solve all the assassinations. I' his is nonsense, as are all the "solutions” offered. There 
is no factual basis for any. If the committee begins this way perpetuation of the suffering 
is inevitable. If it apporeaches its obligations as lawyers would a court case, by estab- 
lishing the basic fact, I can have done most^Lf not all their work in this area. With this 
as a beginning point, followed by a real invetigation of the so-called investigations, sol- 
utions are not impossible. Creating pressures on the executive agencies to force them to 
really investigate is certain. The possibilities for this, I believe, are good, especially 
if the new administration cleans a few out at the top. Kelley is frightful, not at all the 
man paraised by the Post, and here is where I have hope for my FQIA/VA suits, filed and to 
be filed. They are for the basic evidence in official files. I’ve obtained some. Enough 
on the King case already to force a new investigation if it gets attention. Here there has 
been regular perjury in these FOIA cases. Judges do nothing. Maybe the retired agents, their 
retirements secure, will not be willing to lie under oath. Whatever happens, I am certain 
that all beginnings must be with the destruction of the official mythologies. 

Sincerely, 

Harold Weisberg 



